[The persons carrying the flags are called the Color Guard. Those who accompany them are called the Honor Guard. The whole contingent is simply called the Color Guard.]

Opening Ceremony:

Audience – atten SHUN!

Color Guard – atten SHUN!

[If the Color guard has the flags side-by-side, the American flag should be on the Color Guard’s right. This way when you observe the flags coming towards you, the American flag is on the left!]

Color Guard – forward MARCH! 

[The American flag is always held higher than the other flags at all times.]

[When the Color Guard is at the spot you want them]

Color Guard – HALT! 

[Say HALT on the right foot then one, two steps with the right foot stopping next to the left]

Prepare to post the colors

[The Honor Guard stays where they are. The person carrying the American flag moves first. The person carrying the other flag moves after the American flag moves.]

[When the Color Guard reaches the flag bases they hold the flags in position – they do not put the flags into the base yet. They always hold the flagpoles with two hands and can rest the bottom of the pole on the ground.]

Hand SALUTE!

[The Color Guard does NOT salute - they have two hands on the flagpoles. The Honor Guard does salute.]

Please join me in the Pledge of Allegiance: I pledge allegiance to the flag …

[The entire Color Guard does recite the Pledge.]

To! 

[Only the Caller says this! Please enforce this!]

Color Guard – Post the Colors!

Color Guard – REFORM!

Honor Guard – about FACE!

Color Guard – DISMISSED!

Audience – AT EASE!

Closing Ceremony:

Audience – atten SHUN!

Color Guard – atten SHUN!

Color Guard – forward MARCH!

[When the Color Guard is at the spot you want them]

Color Guard – HALT! 

Prepare to retrieve the colors [We never “retire” the colors.]

[The Honor Guard stays where they are. The Color Guard approaches the flags, stops, and grabs the flagpoles with two hands BUT does not remove them from the bases yet.]

Scout SIGN!

[The Color Guard does NOT sign - they have two hands on the flagpoles. The Honor Guard does make the Scout Sign.]

Please join me in the Scout Oath: On my honor I will do my best …

[The entire Color Guard does recite the Oath.]

To! 

[Only the Caller says this! Please enforce this!]

Color Guard – RETRIEVE the Colors!

[The Color Guard removes the flagpoles from the bases and turn to face the Honor Guard.]

Color Guard – REFORM!

[Remember that the flags cross to once again have the American flag on the left when looking at the Color Guard.]

[When the Color Guard gets back to their starting positions by the Honor Guard they HALT on their own. They are facing the direction they will march out when dismissed. They will be face-to-face with the Honor Guard.] 

Honor Guard – about FACE!

Color Guard – DISMISSED!

Audience – AT EASE!

