CHRISTMAS TREE RECYCLE RESULTS
Thanks to everyone who helped out with the Christmas tree recycling. The Benicia Scout units earned over $7,000 AND did a great “good turn” by helping to keep the trees out of landfills! Congratulations on a job well done.
NEW GREEN BAR

Will Kane has been elected as the new Troop 8 SPL. I know he is busy getting his staff of ASPL’s together. They have some fantastic ideas for keeping the troop activities great.
Lets all give Nolan Cox and his staff a big “thank you” for the great job they did since last summer. Thanks Guys!!

TROOP DUES
We will be completing our budgeting for this upcoming year at the February Committee meeting. After our budget is set, we will be able to determine the Troop dues for the year. The dues will need to be to our treasurer by the end of March.
SUMMER CAMPS
Troop 8 will be attending two summer camps this year. That’s right, two camps to choose from! Camp Wente will happen from July 6-12. Please see ASM Craig Stein if you haven’t already signed up for this camp!
The other summer camp will be at Cherry Valley on beautiful Catelina Island. This camp will be from July 27-August 2. Please see ASM Steve Clark if you are interested in attending.

HAT CORNER
The HAT group has scheduled a number of trips and events for the remainder of this year. The first big back packing trip will be on February 15-16 at Point Reyes. This trip is open to ALL members of the troop. See either Herb Forthuber or David Elias.
Other tentative HAT trips are:

Sunol Wilderness – March 29-30.
Bike Ride – May 4

Rim of Bay hike – May 18

Tahoe Backpack – June 27-30
TROOP MEETINGS
The planned troop meeting activities for the next several months are:
Feb – Mustangs – 1st Aid

Mar. – Mt. Lions – backpacking
April – Hawks – Cooking

These are going to be great meetings! Lets all support the patrols who are putting them on.
WEBELOS CROSSOVER
It is the time of the year again for us to welcome new scouts into our troop! We will be planning cross over ceremonies in February and March. Lets all welcome the new boys and their parents to Troop 8 when they arrive. Please see Scoutmaster Bill VanDervoort if you are interested in being a troop guide. Hint –think Leadership position. 
FEBRUARY ACTIVITIES

Feb 15-16  Point Reyes overnight backpacking trip. 25 participant maximum sign up.
MARCH ACTIVITIES
March 8 – New Leader essential training for adults
March 22 – Rock Climbing at either Rock City or another location.

March 29-30 – Sunol backpack trip
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